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G E N E R A L  

1. Offensively, all players will bat in a set batting order.  It is the responsibility of both teams 
scorekeeper to keep the batting order correct.  The Home Team scorebook is official. 

2. A play is declared over and time is called once the ball is in possession of a player that has by their 
position stopped further advancement of the lead base runner.  The umpire per their interpretation 
of the lead runners position and intent will call time. 

3. The duration of the game will be six innings, ninety minutes or to the completion of the inning in 
play at the ninety minute mark.  Extra innings will be allowed if the time limit permits.  Game can 
end in a tie.  Time limit does not apply during tournament play. 

4. Teams must produce a minimum of eight players to play a game.  With less than 8 the game will 
be rescheduled if/when possible.  If a team only has 8 players, their 9th spot in the batting will 
result in an automatic out. 

5. A game will be considered official after four innings of play in the event of foul weather or darkness.  
Any game halted before this time will be rescheduled by the league.  Any game halted before it is 
considered will be restarted from the point it was stopped. 

6. Two defensive coaches may be placed in the outfield. 

7. Home teams will occupy the first base dugout.  The visiting team shall take infield warm up first.  
The home team shall take infield last and remain of the field to start the game.  Infield warm up 
shall be taken only if time permits to keep all games on schedule.  Each team will have no more 
than 7 minutes to take infield/outfield. 

8. Each team shall provide a new game ball to start each game. 

9. Coaches are responsible for the conduct of their players and parent/supporters.  Coaches will not 
argue any call with the umpire.  HEAD COACHES shall be the only person who may discuss 
issues with any umpire during a game.  Head coaches shall be held responsible for the actions of 
the entire team including parent/supporters.  All coaches shall abide by the guidelines put forth by 
the MHAA Board of Directors. 

10. Any fair ball that rolls or bounces over, under, beyond, or is trapped by the fence is a ground rule 
double.  Any fair ball that bounces off the top of the fence and over without having touched the 
ground shall be a home run. 

11. All players on every team shall wear protective cups. 

12. All players on every team shall play a minimum of every other defensive inning.  All teams shall bat 
through their entire batting order before starting over. 

O F F E N S E  

13. Each batter shall receive a maximum of FIVE pitches.  The umpire shall clearly advise the pitching 
coach of the last pitch.  

14. Infield fly rule does not apply. 
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15. A player batting out of position in the line up shall be called out.  Batting out of position shall be 
declared out after the player has reached base or a runner has been forced out. 

A player refusing to take his position in the batting lineup will be considered out under this rule, but 
may re-enter the game.  If the player does not re-enter the game, no further outs for that player will 
be recorded in his position in the batting line up until he re-enters the game.  Additional refusal to 
play after re-entry – the player will be removed for the duration of the game, and an out will be 
recorded when the players position is reached in the lineup for a second time only. 

16. Any player, which cannot bat due to injury, will not be declared out.   

17. All coaches who are on the mound pitching shall leave the field once the ball is hit into play.  
Pitchers can not coach from the mound If the baseball hits the pitching coach, the ball is 
immediately called dead and all base runners shall return to the base they were previously on.  Any 
fair ball striking any umpire is a live ball. 

18. The pitching coach must remain in contact with the pitching rubber until he/she releases the ball. 

19. Coaches shall not touch, push, assist, pick-up or in any way physically assist any base runner or 
player before time has been called.  Such assistance shall result in an out. All batters/base runners 
shall wear batting helmets. Umpires shall give a warning, then an out, to players who flip off batting 
helmets while on the field. 

20. Each team is given two warnings per team, but only one warning per player, for players who sling 
the bat.  Every infraction after that shall result in an out. 

21. Bunting is allowed.  Fake bunting shall result in an out (if a player squares to bunt and swings that 
batter shall be called out).   

Limitation(s):  Only two (2) successful bunts (in fair play) per game.  Bunting is not allowed when a 
runner occupies 3rd base. 

Coaching Clarif ication:  Bunting is a part of the game at every level and should therefore be 
taught.  Coach Pitch is your first opportunity to train players on how to hit a pitched ball.   
Therefore the primary emphasis should be on coaching players through repetit ion on how to 
best make consistent swinging contact with the ball.  The bunting rule is left in place to 
encourage all to coach this skil l both offensively and defensively, but it should be kept in 
proper proportion with regard to our primary emphasis.  

22. There are no called balls or strikes.  A batter may not get on base by being hit with a pitched ball. 

23. There shall be a five run inning rule or no more than five runs more than your opponent currently 
has. (If you are ahead or tied to start your teams at bat you may only score five runs.  If your team 
trails you may score runs until you have a five run lead).  In the last inning of play – unlimited 
runs allowed (this applies if the umpire declares last inning due to time limit and not the 6th 

inning)  

24. Rule 23 exception – a home run that goes over the fence will count all runs regardless if this allows 
the team to score more than five and makes the teams lead more than five.   

25. Base runners shall stay on the base they occupy until the batter hits the ball.  There is no stealing 
and no leading off.  A player, who leaves the base before the ball is hit by the batter, shall be called 
out. 
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26. A Batter/Runner may advance only two (2) bases on any ball hit in fair play. 

27. A Batter/Runner may not advance beyond the bag he/she is approaching, or occupying in the 
event of an overthrow.  An “overthrow” is defined as a throw made from any defensive player 
toward a bag with an offensive player approaching, or occupying.   

 

D E F E N S E  

28. Defensively, each team will field ten players consisting of a standard infield and four outfielders.   
Infielders shall play in a standard infield formation and outfielders shall play in the grass in a 
standard four player outfield position.  Outfielders shall not make a play at any base 

29. Infielders must make plays at their respective positions.  The player/pitcher may cover first in the 
event the first baseman fields the ball more towards second base.  No player may cover home 
except the catcher; you may have a player backup the catcher. 

30. All players listed on the lineup sheet must play every other inning defensively. 

31. Any infielder may move forward toward the batter as soon as the batter squares to bunt.  No fielder 
may start in front of the pitching rubber. 

32. In the event of an injured player.  The ball is dead and play stop immediately.  Runners shall stop 
at the base they are advancing to. 

33. All base runners must slide at home plate IF there is a defensive play at the plate.  This call is at 
the umpire discretion and FINAL. 

34. Headfirst slides into any base shall result in an out.  Headfirst slides shall be permitted only if the 
runner is going back to a base. 

 


